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thoroughness and insight. Theories based on the rate of amino acid re-
placement in proteins during the course of evolution are treated somewhat
briefly, but clearly.
This collection of essays should serve as an excellent students' intro-
duction to some of the most exciting specialties in the field of biochemistry.
LAURA R. LIVINGSTON
VECTORS OF DISEASES OF NATURAL Foci. Edited by P. A. Petrishcheva.
Translated from Russian by B. Hershkovitz and 0. Theodor, through
Israel Program for Scientific Translations. New York, Daniel Davey and
Co., Inc. Russian edition published 1962; English translation published
1965. 332 pp. $12.75.
Eight Russian authorities on arthropod vector groups have collaborated
with editor-contributor Petrishcheva in a publication that covers the field
of medical and veterinary arachno-entomology. The scope of the work is
indicated by the ten chapter headings, as follows: 1. Mosquitoes; 2. Sand-
flies (Phlebotominae); 3. Simuliidae; 4. Heleidae; 5. Horseflies; 6. Fleas;
7. Ixodid Ticks; 8. Argasid Ticks; 9. Gamasoid Mites; and 10. Trom-
biculid Mites. The varying lengths of the chapters, according to the editor,
reflect either the abundance or scarcity of available information, or the
existence of previous monographs in Russian that cover the field adequately,
dictating an abbreviated presentation in this volume. In keeping with the
"Theory of Natural Foci of Infections" as advanced by E. N. Pavlovskii,
the ecology of arthropod-borne disease is emphasized throughout.
Intra-chapter arrangement of subject matter varies, but includes such
topics as General Classification, Medical and Veterinary Importance,
Biology, Distribution, Control, Methods of Study and Bibliography. With
few deviations, classification names are those in general use in the West.
One exception is the old order name, Aphaniptera, for the fleas. Diseases
associated with arthropod vectors are treated in great breadth, but often
with only moderate depth (a limitation imposed by the modest size of the
book).
"Biology" includes those aspects that are germane to the epidemiology
and control of arthropod-borne diseases and to the reduction of the adverse
effects caused by the arthropod bite itself. The acute problems caused by
biting arthropods in the developing settlements in the USSR are stressed
and solutions suggested. Grouping the various arthropods-geographically,
ecologically, or behaviorally-contributes to an effective presentation. Vec-
tors and diseases are discussed first on a world-wide basis and then with
reference to the Soviet Union.
A few distribution maps and a number of plates to illustrate habitats
and methods of collection and study are included. These are poor. The
bibliographies list major works in Russian, followed by citations of a
smaller number of major publications in other languages. Although the
bibliographies are short, numerous references by author and year only
appear in the text. The publication gives evidence of the broad knowledge
of the contributors and the large amount of investigational work that has
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been carried out in the Soviet Union. It will be a most useful reference
for all those engaged in Medical Entomology and Disease Ecology.
PAUL L. RICE
Chief, Public Health Entomology Unit, Vector-Borne Disease Section,
Communicable Disease Center, Atlanta, Georgia.
MUSCULAR AFFERENTS AND MOTOR CONTROL. Edited by Ragnar Granit.
New York, John Wiley & Sons, 1966. 466 pp. $20.00.
This volume consists of the proceedings of a symposium held in June 1965,
the first symposium sponsored by the Nobel Foundation. In many ways it
represents a second symposium, its predecessor being that held in Hong
Kong on the same subject in 1961. The content has to do with muscle recep-
tors, afferent fibers (hence the distortion of afferent as noun), and the cen-
tral nervous system mechanisms involved in control of movement. Both
morphological and physiological studies are reported and topics range
widely, including studies in man. There are some excellent papers and it is
clear that progress has been made on some points since the Hong Kong
meeting. However, the papers are, in general, primarily descriptive and the
subject is clearly at an early and rather unsatisfactory state. The volume
is, in consequence, a useful source for people working in the field and not of
great general interest.
CARLTON C. HUNT
PRINCIPLES OF HEMATOLOGY. By James W. Linman. New York, the Mac-
Millan Co., 1966.621 pp. $12.50.
Including the major hematological text by Wintrobe there are now four
(4) books in English print (De Gruchy: Clinical Hematology in Medical
Practice; Leavell and Thorup: Fundamentals of Clinical Hematology;
Atamer: Blood Diseases) that offer the reader a general and concise review
of the field of hematology. The question that I believe must be answered
by each author as he prepares a text of this type is whether his proposed
book offers something that is not currently and readily available to the
interested readers. I do not believe the author of the book under discussion
could honestly claim that his book is novel or unique by any criteria. There
is no question that the author is an experienced and well-qualified clinician
and teacher of his specialty. He deals with his subject matter in a concise
and informative manner. However, at least two of the currently available
books are written in just as expert a fashion. This subject matter is as
up-to-date as can be expected in the present era of rapid advances in
hematology; but again, no more so than texts already in print. Perhaps
one could have justified the publication of the present book if it were avail-
able at a significantly more reasonable price than others. However, the price
of the present book is comparable to that of its predecessors.
I therefore can find no outstanding features that would justify my
recommending this book over others already available. This reviewer feels
that the medical literary field is now supersaturated with books on hema-
tology which the authors state are comprehensive but not encyclopedic
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